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By CHARLES P. WALLAGE and JACK JONES, Times Staff Writers |

A former Rhodesxan mercenary and ex-

N convxct "was reportedly placed under

protective custody in New Jersey Saturday ]

F-after he apparently began cooperating with :
*:federal agents who are hunting for escaped
b Soviet spy Christopher Boycen . !

. A-source close to the investigation said
Frank ‘Abbott Sweeney;< 38,” was being’”
protected by federal agents after his re-:"

2 ie:;\se on $250 (X)Ol‘ bond by a ;udge m New- '

""31' [ AP

= "Technicaily =peakmg. ‘he s out on bail ”

" the source said. “But & person can be free

= and under protection it he does not ob;ect lo
helping himself out.” -3 ’

.Sweeney' was arrested aL his home in it

} Closter, N.J., last Thursday on c‘harges of ;.
£illegal pOSSession of firearmis.:. ...
= But government affidavits, released in

g

the bmteq States and travel to South Afri

._41«2.—_0

et

O’
h)

Federal ofﬁcxaia said they were stunned
. at the release of the documents in ¢ourt, 'f-"‘}
. They apparently - were "concérned’: that’i.
Boyce would now learn that he was being:
'actweiysoug’ht in South Africa.’ -4 it
.- Boyce, 28, is a former employee of TRW %
*-'Systems Group, a major defense conf.ractor f
:7 In_Redondo ﬁeacﬁ he has been: sougEi
. Eince Jan, 21, 1980, when he escaped from
* the federal prison at Lompoc, Calif., where > T
" he was serving a 40-year term ior seill g .
> the secr CIA spy sateliite to the S0~
vxet Union. . - >
- According to: two ietter v
Sweeney and - introduced lin® theecourt

“tourt by an appareht over sight. said federal %
agents believe Sweeney helped Boyce flee .

" Sweeney was visited by .U, S"marshals a8
.. early. as last November :and: questioned 7
¥ cioqeiy about Boyce's: whereabouts. But jt-.:

. was not clear why they had waited’ until; %

“now to arredt Sweeney,.wh hd et Boyeé-
. while in the federal Prison t Terminal fs<

rlandt‘ 4t 4 ~’ A.‘.“«(‘S“’v 3N .}“;"’ A .::'l({
3a . Oneietter wnuen by, Sweeney reportett-;_i
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“ly placed Boyce inah area of South Africa 5’u
. known as the Orange Free State, which is”3
““adjacent to the mdependent biack nation of 3

¢ Lesotho o e

. Sweeney visited South Africa less than'a i

month after Boyce's escape from prison,

“*the ‘court 'documents, said, and remained ::

“there for: four thonths. ‘He was there aga
m January; posing as an anthropologist. ,

Sources iri thé U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, *
the South’ African capital; told The Times - %
. that embas:y officials are ‘convinced that-
* Boyce is still in the’ ¢ountry. They said

% South- . African’ police were "cooperatmg

I with the gearch. iig "

: ,},Interestingly,, U S. ,marshai "wanted"

A posters concerning: 'Boyce were posted 'In’ .
South African police stations as early as’;

3-Jast August indicaung that U.S. aut‘iormes
“*have Jong béén aware of the pcssible South
Afnranconnechon.—' R e j-
i‘ 1:7The ‘court document.s gave f6 i'idicalion

wwhy Boycei a convicted commumst agent:\'“-

z F would Tseek refuge in Sout’n Africa‘ whose.,

i govemment is zeaiousiy .anti- commumst-*

¥ and }mainiams strict controis ofi; imrmgr 22
tion e

. The court record suggests that one rea=‘

" son for Sweeney's. arrest may- have: ‘been "

W indications that Sweeney was hxmseif plan

t0'215 Sweeney ‘reportedly | bought: airime
" tickets to fly from Los Angeies to Sydney, K]
* Australia, on July. 10. On June 20, he can-* a
" celed the trip, but. bought a, Sydney ticket i
"with an open departure daté..; :
*¥ “He continues. to make, actxve plan !
volving international travel Which; it is bex ¥
lievéd, will place him in prommny with lhe;‘
Iugihvé :the ‘records* sald.”ThereZaré ‘a &
" numbee of airline ﬂights from Sydney'di -
*rect to Solith Africal )
Wiy Atcording t6 the affidawts mal‘shais folatd
~/Towed Sweeney to Caiifomxa inthé iasttwo
“pionths and. checked out long distance’ teiea‘
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